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Mid-Atlantic NATAS Honors Jerry Trently with Announcement of

The Jerry Trently Prize
Philadelphia, PA (September 29, 2006) – The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the National Television Academy (NATAS) honored respected Pennsylvania broadcaster Jerry Trently with the announcement of The Jerry Trently Prize during the 2006 Mid-Atlantic Emmy Awards ceremonies at the Philadelphia Marriott on September 9.  The award, which recognizes the exemplary career of the award-winning photojournalist from WHP-TV in Harrisburg, will provide increased support and a $1000 cash prize to future media professionals in the region through the Chapter’s National Student Television program.  

A highlight of the Emmy gala came as Trently traveled to the stage to accept the honor in front of the standing ovation crowd of 475 TV industry peers, after an introduction by WHP colleagues Kirsten Page and Tom Donovan and a video tribute, created by WHP's Nellie Stinson, that showcased the remarkable artistry of his work. 

Mr. Trently passed away on Sunday, September 24 following a courageous battle with brain cancer. “We were so fortunate that Jerry was able to be with us at the Emmys when we paid tribute to his career and announced the $1000 award to be given in conjunction with our  Chapter's National Student Television competition,” said NATAS Executive Director Grace Stewart. 

“Jerry’s life and career achievements speak volumes about dedication to excellence, and our Board of Governors wanted to recognize his extraordinary accomplishments in a way that would also honor his reputation,” comments NATAS Chapter President Paul Gluck, VP & Station Manager of WHYY, Inc. “The Trently Prize will honor him, while also benefiting the young people who aspire to do the kind of exemplary work that was his hallmark.” 
The National Student Television program is designed to “expose high school students to the best practices of broadcast journalism, including ethics, respect for privacy, fairness, balance and accuracy,” notes Gluck. High school students are invited to submit their best video work in seven categories to the National Student Television Competition.  The work is judged on a regional level, and winners are named in each region. Each year the regional winners are recognized in an awards ceremony where they receive handsome engraved crystal pillars for their schools.  

Beginning in 2007, the school that is selected as winner in the Best Newscast category in the   region will also receive a cash prize of $1000 to go towards the purchase of equipment for its TV studio or video production department. 
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Mr. Trently worked at WHP CBS 21 for 21 years where he was an award-winning photojournalist and news director.  He won numerous awards from the National Press Photographers Association, as well as Mid-Atlantic Emmy Awards for Photography and Best Newscast, and he also served on the Board of Governors for the NATAS Mid-Atlantic Chapter.  He was born on October 16, 1962 in Lehighton, PA, the son of Jerome and Sophie Oleyar Trently.  He was a graduate of Lehighton Area High School and received his bachelors and masters degrees from Penn State University. He was a member of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman Catholic Church in Williamstown, where he was a lector and served on the parish council for many years.  He enjoyed restoring his farmhouse, antiquing, and playing in his band, The Twice a Year Band.
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Mid-Atlantic NATAS is a non-profit, professional association with nearly 800 members in PA, NJ and DE representing more than 32 television stations, many cable companies and programmers, as well as independent producers, production facilities and educational institutions. The Mid-Atlantic Emmys Awards annually recognize excellence in news, programming and individual achievement in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware.  

